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20:43 IST The government has ordered an inquiry into the CBI
investigation into the match-fixing and betting case of the 2016-17 Indian
Premier League (IPL). The parliamentary panel is also looking into whether
the investigative agency abused its powers in an attempt to influence the
outcome of the proceedings in the case. The panel, headed by Congress
member P S Gill, has handed over its report to the home ministry on the

CBI’s activities. The panel’s findings have triggered a bitter political
debate in the opposition Congress and the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP). The BJP has alleged that the government is trying to protect former
IPL chief Lalit Modi, who is already serving a five-year jail term on money

laundering charges. “Within four days of Modi’s conviction, the home
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ministry sent a letter to the panel, ‘giving a clean chit to the CBI’ in the
cricket betting and match-fixing case. The government’s stance on Lalit
Modi is under-question,” said BJP’s state unit president Vivek Tankha. On

Tuesday, the Supreme Court refused to get involved in the criminal
proceedings against Modi and the former board members of the IPL.

According to legal experts, the court has no role in the investigation and
trial of criminal offences, be it a case of cheating or murder. In the year

2016, the IPL was hit by scandal after the Indian cricket board filed a
criminal complaint against Modi, his family members and the other IPL

officials for alleged corruption. The board had alleged that Modi, his
family, Sandeep Goenka and Shaharyar Khan had taken money in

exchange for “upping the odds” on certain teams. None of the six accused
filed an appeal in the Supreme Court. Later, all six were convicted by a

special court in Delhi and sentenced to jail terms between two
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