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narumeHTsl. Scott McLaughlin is a retired U.S. Army officer who served for 23 years
and is currently an editor at Air Force Magazine. His latest book is a history of the
Strategic Air Command titled Strategic Influence: The History of the Air Force's
Strategic Bomber and Cruise Missiles (University of Texas Press, 2018). The views
expressed in this commentary do not necessarily represent those of RT or Sputnik.
(CNN) If you've ever wondered why the U.S. space program is in such a state,
imagine the amount of money that could be saved by defunding our military space
program, now valued at $19 billion per year in the Trump budget. Scott McLaughlin
Space exploration has proven to be a lucrative business, so it is no surprise that
President Donald Trump's proposed budget calls for an $800 million cut in the Space
Development and Exploration account. The budget says this will save $10 billion over
the next decade. However, this is just a starting point. The President's budget is an
important window into what he wants to accomplish in the next 10 years. According
to the Office of Management and Budget, the Trump budget does not represent
Trump's final say on the budget. The final congressional budget goes through an
appropriations committee process, which ultimately decides if a particular budget line
item passes or not. If Republicans in Congress decide not to approve the Space
Development and Exploration account, the budget will not get the legal authority to
kill it. But the idea of killing the budget is not a new one. Last year President Obama's
budget included a $549 million cut to the Space Development and Exploration
account. This was in response to the late Senator John McCain's (R-Arizona)
amendment to the NASA authorization bill that disallowed funds for new manned
space programs. This amendment is what led to the shutdown of the Constellation
program, the space vehicle designed to take NASA's astronauts back to the moon by
2020. 595f342e71
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