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Rogers (April 15, 1779 -
September 15, 1857) was an
American educator, author and
philologist. Born in North Adams,
Massachusetts and raised in
Oswego, New York, Rogers
graduated from Yale College in
1803. He served as the 5th
Principal of the Academy in
Northampton, Massachusetts from
1811 to 1822, and the 9th
Principal of Union College in
Schenectady, New York, from 1822
to 1829. He resigned from his
position at Union when his wife
and he took up a new life of
travelling and literary work in
Europe and elsewhere. Education
Rogers was born in North Adames,
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Massachusetts to John Rogers and
Elsie (Lamson) Rogers. He grew up
iIn Oswego, New York. He
graduated from Yale College (class
of 1803), where he was the
freshman roommate of Ralph
Waldo Emerson. Rogers became
his brother William's tutor at Yale
after William's family moved to
New Haven in 1805. In 1805,
Rogers enrolled at the University
of Pennsylvania, where he studied
under Benjamin Silliman. He
pursued further studies in the
discipline of philology under the
distinguished Greek professor
Jacob Collmus, then under the
distinguished French philologist,
Louis-Sébastien Le Nain de
Tillemont. As he was not pursuing
a career in the law as his father
and his brother William had,
Rogers instead studied theology at
Andover Theological Seminary,
where he graduated in 1812. It
was during his time in Andover
that he wrote his first book, A
Grammar of the English Language,
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which was dedicated to his father,
John Rogers. In 1813 Rogers joined
the faculty of the newly formed
Union College, where he taught
English literature, Latin, Greek,
and history, as well as philosophy.
He taught many renowned alumni
of Union, including Zadock Pratt,
Theodore Dwight Weld, and Robert
Telfair, the father of Georgia
activist James Telfair. From 1818
to 1822, he also taught in the
preparatory department of Yale
College. Rogers was a student of
Benjamin Silliman, and he
inherited Silliman's wide-ranging
and deep interests. In 18
Occl3bf012
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