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Philippines — Justice Secretary Vitaliano Aguirre Monday said he has confidence that all the police
officers involved in the killing of drug suspect Edwin Lais and three others during the simultaneous dawn
raid of five locations in Barangay 4, Tondo, Manila, two years ago will be prosecuted. The World Wildlife
Fund on Monday said Filipino President Duterte’s recent statement on the killing of Edwin—a suspected
drug dealer and alleged user - opened a new chapter in the years-long drug war. “After announcing our
most recent discovery, the President expressed his concern that not enough has been done to bring
drug lords and users to justice. We would like to share President Duterte’s statement with the public and
hope that all those responsible will be brought to justice,” said Angelo Nalda, Head of WWF Philippines.
Yesterday, the President made the statement at his home in Davao City, after Secretary Aguirre led the
police to another 28 suspect drug users and peddlers. The President said the drug war must be pursued,
that the drug issue must be controlled, and that the drug dealers must be stopped and prosecuted.
“Kasi kase ay malaking kalikasan. Parangyan ka lang yan. Pero kung bago ka lang ito, it will not stop
here. It will not stop with the arrest of drug lords. It will only stop with the cancellation of nuisance
operations and the prosecution of drug trafficking cases. Kailangan muna namin, kung makakuha ka ng
malaking kalikasan, matapos na ang buhay mo. Mahal kita,” the President said. [It will just destroy it.
You will just destroyed it. But if you do not get it, it will not stop here. It will only stop with the
cancellation of nuisance operations and the prosecution of drug trafficking cases. We need to have your
big destruction, after you get your big destruction, your life will be gone.] The President said this should
be his legacy 6d1f23a050
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