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Croatia“Joanna was married last May
and had her first child a few months
later, and she wanted another chance
to have a child,” he said. “We just
decided to give it a try and it's really
nice.” The couple met at about 11:45
p.m. Sept. 30 at the Mall of America’s
North Service Plaza in Bloomington,
where Joanna works as an
iInformation technology specialist for
Minnesota State University. She’s
been dating Brian for a little more
than a year. After their first date at
the mall, they went to dinner and
talked for hours before she even
asked him out. “She told me that her
mom'’s boyfriend is a pastor, so I'm
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afraid of that,” Brian said. Concern
over the father of her unborn child
apparently ended their relationship.
But she ended up calling him a few
weeks later after they took their
relationship to the next level. They’'ve
been together for about five months
now and decided to do it on New
Year’s Eve. He said their relationship
IS based on companionship and
making each other laugh. They've
“grown really close,” he said. They
are still struggling with the idea of
being parents. “She sees a lot of
herself in him, and he sees a lot of
himself in her, so it's hard,” he said.
They both grew up in the Twin Cities
and are familiar with the job
opportunities in Hennepin County.
They want to be able to raise their
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daughter together. “She wants to be
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