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When President Trump announced the U.S. withdrawal from the Paris climate agreement, he didn’t hide that it was a nakedly self-interested decision, designed to satisfy the fossil-fuel lobby’s appetite for
filthy energy. It should be obvious to anyone paying attention that Trump’s self-interested policy was also a flip-flop on global warming. No sooner was Trump announced as a committed climate-change
denier than the new administration began to pivot. His Secretary of State, Rex Tillerson, immediately announced that the U.S. would not withdraw, and now everyone is deciding to leave. It turns out that just
as Trump’s economic policy was a giveaway to the rich, so is his environmental policy. This time it's coal country that gets its handouts. In fact, Trump’s new policies are good news for the coal industry, bad
news for the environment, and good news for Donald Trump. We now know Trump’s changes to the Clean Power Plan, the main Obama-era rule to reduce carbon dioxide emissions from power plants, are
being blocked by the Supreme Court. Those rules were designed to set strict national limits on carbon dioxide pollution, with the idea that if states signed up to cut emissions, they would achieve these cuts.
It was a fascinating idea. China and India, for example, now have the world’s largest economies, but they don’t have a significant amount of electricity capacity. The U.S. and India agree on the need to
reduce greenhouse-gas emissions, but they can’t agree on limiting emissions. If the U.S. limits pollution, other states have to follow suit, which could create a global market for cheap electricity. In fact, China
and 6d1f23a050
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