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after the hindu marriage act , 1956 was
introduced, that section dealt with
maintenance and now the entire hindu
adoption and maintenance act , 1956 is
applicable for maintenance. some changes
are made in this act. hindus have also
adopted children with other religions like the
muslims. in such cases, the law is applied, as
applicable, under the indian succession act,
1925. maintenance to the child is normally
available if the child is not of hindu
community. the other provision of the
section 18 of the dv act deals with the
provisions of maintenance of children. it
provides for maintenance of a wife of child-
bearing age for a reasonable time for
bearing her children. section 18a provides
for maintenance in case of miscarriage of
the child due to negligence. it is not for the
courts to inquire whether the wife is
medically fit for bearing a child. however, as
far as the husband is concerned, he is bound
to provide maintenance for a wife or child-
bearing age. section 2 of the hindu marriage
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act, 1955 provides for divorce on the ground
of mental cruelty. the expression “desertion”
of the wife before the birth of the child and
its effects on the child is dealt with in section
13 of the hindu adoptions and maintenance
act, 1956. section 13a deals with the rights
of child conceived by means of artificial
insemination. section 3 of the hindu
women’s rights to property act, 1955 gives
rights to a wife to her own property acquired
during marriage. this is not a statutory
provision for widows but for the rights of a
wife.
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