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if there is a clear dividing line between the good guys
and the bad guys, then 'the shawshank redemption'
doesn't really have any. indeed, the movie's structure is
not so much that of a linear narrative as a series of
interlocking story arcs, and the movie's various twists
and turns are expertly directed at keeping the audience
engaged. the film does away with any form of
traditional action in favor of character and dialogue,
and this choice works brilliantly. there are some great
one-liners (the line "you can take the boy out of the
county but you can't take the county out of the boy,"
for example), but it is the way in which they are
delivered that makes them special. the shawshank
redemption is one of the best films of the 90s and one
of the best films of all time. it's a heartbreaking story, a
classic piece of storytelling, and a testament to the
human spirit. to say the least, the movie is the
definition of a modern masterpiece. this movie takes
place in the early 1980's, when the united states was
coming off the heels of one of its biggest economic
crises. this was the perfect time for a movie that would
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tackle the subject of redemption, as the nation was
struggling to pick itself back up. the story is based on a
short story by stephen king. the story takes place in a
prison, where a man is being held captive for a crime he
did not commit. what follows is an amazing story of
redemption. the character of andy dufrane is a very
unique character, whose own personal quest for
redemption makes this story a masterpiece. the movie
has been nominated for 7 academy awards. the
shawshank redemption is rated pg-13.
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